
                                  

Paraguay: A beacon state for forest management? 
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Paraguay, a landlocked country of 7 million people, is home to much of the Gran Chaco 
forest, which is considered the second largest forested landscape in South America — 
second only to the Amazon rainforest. And like other countries which are home to the great 
forests of South America, Paraguay too battled raging wildfires in 2019. 

But Paraguay’s portion of the Chaco forest is battling an even bigger challenge. This unique 
ecosystem, characterized by scrub forests, grassy plains, lagoons, marshes and jungles, 
is under threat from agricultural expansion driven by cattle and soy production. The region 
has one of the highest rates of deforestation in the world. 

NASA satellites have highlighted that between 1987 and 2012, almost  nearly 44,000 square 
kilometres of forests were lost in Paraguay by conversion to farmland or grazing land, an 
area roughly the size of Honduras. 

The scale of that destruction is both frightening and untenable. 

Paraguay is engaged in REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest 
Degradation), a voluntary process under the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, which encourages developing countries to contribute to climate change mitigation 
efforts by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. 

Source:https://forestsnews.cifor.org/64182/paraguay-a-beacon-state-for-forest-

management?fnl=en 
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